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market, he said, was always better attended than God's church.1
Even those who did attend were said to have spent their time
in gazing about to see what others did and who had the newest
fashion.2 No doubt these are rather conventional complaints,
but they suggest, at least, that Anglican services engendered no
great zeal.
The discipline of the church was maintained by both spiritual
and temporal means. The former consisted of penance or ex-
communication. By an Elizabethan statute,3 excommunication
might be pronounced against those guilty of heresy, of refusal
to have a child baptized, to receive communion, or to attend
church, or of incontinency, usury, simony, perjury in ecclesi-
astical courts, and idolatry. The complaint was made in the
Millenary Petition that excommunications were issued for trivial
offences. These sentences were the more serious inasmuch as
the accused, if he failed to make his submission within forty
days after being excommunicated, was liable to imprisonment.4
The courts for ecclesiastical causes were archidiaconal, dio-
cesan, and provincial, with a court of delegates to which appeals
might be made. The court of high commission was easily the
most important of all the ecclesiastical tribunals and bore much
the same relation to the church as the court of star chamber did
to the state. As the result of the attempts of Coke and other
common-law lawyers to limit the jurisdiction of this prerogative
court by issuing prohibitions, new letters patent were issued in
1611, whereby the high commission was to inquire concerning
all matters of heresy and schism, recusancy, writings or speeches
against the Book of Common Prayer or any official of the estab-
lished church, any crime done on holy ground, or interruption
of divine service, and all sexual offences and all misdemeanours
whatsoever committed by any cleric.
These vast powers, which could be exercised in an inquisi-
torial fashion, gave the greatest umbrage to the legal profession
at the time, and have been condemned by posterity, Recent
investigations, however, have shown that only 5 per cent, of the
cases seem to have been initiated by the commissioners them-
selves, and the rest by individuals who, presumably, had eon-
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